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and with the fragrant flowers he used to worship the linga
at Dharmapuri which since acquired the name of
Javvantinatha. Only after worshipping with these flowers
he would just take a handful of water for his sustenance.
One day a brahmin gave one of the javvanthi flowers offered
to the Linga to the king. The king was astonished at the
colour and fragrance of the flower.
Prompted by greed he ordered his servants to collect
all the rare flowers and make three garlands to be presented
to him. Receiving the three garlands daily, he gave one to
his eldest wife Chandrarekha, the second one to his
youngest wife Kantimati and retained one for himself.
While the king and Kantimati wore the flowers themselves
the senior queen Chandrarekha devoutly offered it to the
Amritalinga in the palace. The Lord was pleased and blessed
Chandrarekha with a son capable of effectively ruling the
whole world.
Being left with no flowers to offer Sivaratha refrained
from drinking even the handful of water. Pitying the lot of
his devotee, Sivaratha, the Lord became angry with the
greed of the king. The east facing Linga of Javvanthinatha
suddenly turned west. This was followed by a terrible
dust-storm. Frightened by this unusual storm people ran
helter-skelter. The senior queen Chandrarekha was spared
from the attack. But many people including the second wife
Kantimati died in the deadly storm. The frightened king
Rajenadra chola fled northwards mounting on a speedy
horse. The storm pursued him whereever he went. On his
way he sought relief by worshipping Sivalingas at several
places like Rishividya, Vrudhachala, Shonachala,
Virinchipuri, Srivaraha, Vedapuri and Kanchipuri, but his
efforts remained unrewarded. Providentially he crossed the
river Swarnamukhi and reached Sri Kalahasti. The storm
halted on the western bank of the river and poured dust
for three days. Meanwhile the king learnt the greatness of
tfle river and the kshetra from the local people. He also
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